Background Dendritic cells specialise in initiating adaptive immune responses. The CD1c+ subset in human beings is proposed to excel at CD4+ T cell priming. An equivalent population in mice has been shown to be heterogeneous and contain functionally distinct monocyte-related and conventional dendritic cell-related subpopulations. We aimed to examine whether analogous diversity exists in human beings using the conserved conventional dendritic cell marker, B and T lymphocyte attenuator (BTLA), which exhibits bimodal expression on CD1c+ dendritic cells.
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